Kara Tertzag Lividini
725 S. Adams, Suite L-174, Birmingham, MI 48009  HYPERLINK "mailto:ktertzag@gmail.com" 

ktertzag@gmail.com 313.645.9511
EMPLOYMENT
Tertzag Dispute Resolution PLLC, Birmingham, MI
Owner/Facilitator: May 2016-Current
Provide ADR services, special master and discovery referee services on civil matters, including intellectual property, commercial, employment, personal injury (auto first and third party, product liability, premises), municipal and domestic cases.  Appointed as receiver on commercial disputes and umpire on appraisal hearings. 
Ford Motor Company, Dearborn, MI

Attorney: February 2004-May 2016
Lead intellectual property counsel for Ford’s global copyright and open source software matters, trademark matters, brand protection, anti-counterfeiting, and enforcement actions, software and technology licensing and compliance, University research agreements, non-disclosure agreements, domain name portfolio management, and data analytics.
Responsible for nationwide litigation strategy and management on patent, trademark, copyright, product liability, class action, premises, auto negligence, and commercial cases. Lead mediation, trial, preparation and defense of company witnesses in deposition, including executives, argue motions, electronic discovery, and managing teams of in-house and outside attorneys and support staff.  
Lead business transactions including drafting, negotiating, and reviewing contracts, intellectual property agreements, acquisitions, waivers, leases, supplier agreements, and indemnity agreements.
Provide strategic advice and training to domestic and international business clients regarding business practices, including regulatory, compliance, and litigation.
Responsible for negotiation and management of millions of dollars of purchased legal services.  Also interface with governmental agencies and respond to government investigations, both domestic and international, including the recall process.  

Plunkett Cooney P.C., Detroit, MI

June 1999- February 2004
Constitutional, commercial, employment, municipal, and product liability litigation.  Responsible for writing and arguing complex and dispositive motions, advising business clients on best practices, mediation and other settlement negotiations, and preparing for and participation in trial.  Prosecutor for the City of Plymouth, tried cases independently.  Significant experience in education law matters, police misconduct cases and employment cases.

River Rouge Public Schools, Dunn School, River Rouge, MI 

Permanent Substitute Teacher: January 1998 - June 1998 
Met the challenges of an urban environment while teaching elementary school students.
EDUCATION

Wayne State University School of Law, Detroit, MI

Juris Doctor, May 2001

University of Michigan, Dearborn, MI 

Bachelor of Arts, Political Science, August 1998 
Honors: Graduated with distinction; achieved honors in 1997-1998
PUBLICATIONS & PRESENTATIONS

Wayne State University Law School Panel Moderator- Intellectual Property Law, November 2015

Cooley Law School Guest Lecturer- Law Office Management, February 2012

DBusiness Magazine 30 in their 30s recipient- September 2012

 
University of Detroit Law School Guest Lecturer- Technology and the Law, April 2011 

Product Liability Advisory Council- Lead Moderator, panel on Purchased Legal Services, April 2009

Network of Trial Lawyers- Panel Speaker, In-house Product Liability Lawyers, October 2008

ABA Tips Series- Speaker- Cost Savings and Time Management for Lawyers, June 2008

Corporate Electronic Discovery Forum- Moderator- Building an Electronic Discovery Plan, October 2007

 “Michigan Supreme Court rules default against truck-driver does not operate as default against trucking company” ALFA Transport Update, January 2003

 “Default against truck-driver operates as default against trucking company” 

ALFA Transport Update, April 2002

The 2002 ALFA Compendium of Products Liability – State of Michigan – Manufacturer’s duty to retrofit or recall 

CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS/BAR ASSOCIATIONS
Tertzag Tribute Dinner- March 2009-Present- Lead member and speaker before an audience of hundreds of elected officials from all levels of Federal and state government at annual dinner honoring the memory of Honorable Kaye Tertzag.  

United Way Leadership Next- Board Member- May 2011-2013

Downriver Bar Association Board of Directors- September 2009-2013

Armenian American Bar Association Board of Directors - March 2009-2012

Junior League of Ann Arbor- Member/Co-Chair, New Member Project, September 2007-June 2009

Ford Motor Company United Way Fund Drive- Ford Motor Company Ambassador, 2006-2011

Pro bono experience with Covenant House, a shelter for troubled youth- September 2001-September 2003
Taught Street Law program at Cass Technical High School, a basic law curriculum designed to educate and to inspire urban youth to pursue a career in the law.  January 2000-May 2000
